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Hi,everyone!

We wish that we were better able to stay in touch with you all.
The truth is, we are frantically busy everyday trying to rehome as
many of the kittens as possible, and help people in other areas
start new TNR projects. There are also the regular crisis points,
like the cat who got out just days after going to a new foster
& home, and has had us out there searching the neighborhood
everyday for the last week....But we found him!!

There are the three new rescues who were in terrible shape when
we found them, and have had to have constant care, but are
improving everyday (find out more about them on the website).
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So, in order to better keep in touch with everyone, we'll try to send out a group mail with some
of the latest news. It also gives us a chance to tell you all how much we really need your help
here. This is a big job, and we are lucky to have some amazing volunteers who are working their
hearts out. If you have any free time at all, and would be willing to help with anything, from the
website to gardening, please let us know. And if there is someone out there who could be our
volunteer coordinator, that would be a Godsend.
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We are really grateful to Jannie and her husband for donating a nearly new Mac, which we are
trying to put to good use answering the many mails, and updating the website. If there are those
who live too far away to help out at the shelter, but are willing to help with some internet and
website work from your home, please let us know.
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If you haven't seen the new kitten enclosure,
please check out some of the pics on our Flickr
page. A big thanks goes out to a very kind builder
and his wife, who made it possible. We can't say
enough how much easier this has made our
workload, as far as kitten cage cleaning is
concerned. Anyone who has been out to clean cages
previously will know what we mean! Of course It
has also made the kittens so much happier!! They
love to play out there everyday, and we can't wait to
add some plants around the edges.

If you are able to help with that, please contact us! Also, anyone interested in setting up an
enclosure like this for your own pets, let us know, and we will give you the contact information.
http://www.flickr.com/photos/japancatnetwork/
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Over the summer we came up with the idea of setting up a
temporary enclosure at local festivals and allowing kids to come
inside to meet some cats. It's been a big hit, has landed us with
several new homes, and has given us a venue for teaching
appropriate interaction with animals. We owe the technical set up
_ |Jto Nakanishi san, a creative guy who has smoothed out a lot of
: Il{the edges, made the enclosure more attractive, and does the hard

- flwork of hauling all the stuff out beforehand. Masudo is a new
% | recruit, but a popular addition due to his winning personality.
Takako runs the operation, and as usual, her smiling face keeps
everybody going through the long days.

The Tshirts (Thank you Gary!) have given us a stylish uniform, and we wear them with pride.
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We're rehoming lots of kittens out to Tokyo these days, so we are hoping to expand our
team in that area. David has been out delivering kittens twice, in the last couple of months,
but we'd like to establish more foster homes so that we can keep some available kittens there.
Margaret continues to be our eyes and ears in Tokyo, as well as our hands and feet, on
occasion! Those of you following the saga of Sasuke will be pleased to hear that he finally
found his way into a permanent home. Thanks very much to his kind foster parents, for
looking out for him so lovingly for so long, to the Hague family who took the time to go out
and meet him, and to Margaret who brought Sasuke to his new home! Let us know if you, or
someone you know, can foster a cat or kitten in the Tokyo area.
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Our little group has helped people to trap neuter and return at least
126 cats this year, and has connected people to help, resulting in
new TNR operations far and wide with an unknown number
spayed. We have rescued/rehabilitated more than 60 here at the
shelter, and the amazing news is that we have rehomed 27 cats,
since May, with several more going out in the next few weeks.
Much of our ability to continue doing this has depended on some
generous donations along the way, and we thank you for your
investment in changing the situation for so many stray cats here in
Japan.
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We are now registered as a group that is working to make our city beautiful, and we were
recently introduced in our city magazine:

http://www.city.hikone.shiga.jp/kikakushinkobu/gen/info/pdf/vol7.pdf
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We promise you that we are personally pouring our hearts and souls into this effort. Let's
keep up the good work, and together we can change the world. Might I add...Yes, we can!
Susan and David
http://www.japancatnet.com/
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We are in the process of registering our NPO with the prefectural government . It's quite a
process, and not one we know much about. Luckily we have Miharu working on getting
things in order, and we're hoping to get the ball rolling for the new year.
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Special thanks for Ayasan!' B ZEMNAREFIR BHRESA. HDHEITSNELE !


http://www.japancatnet.com/j/
http://www.japancatnet.com/
http://www.city.hikone.shiga.jp/kikakushinkobu/gen/info/pdf/vol7.pdf

